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概　要
本稿では、日本の地域ポテンシャルと雇用分布についてNEGモデルを用いて検証する。地域ポテンシャルの先行研究例として、HansonやBrakman　et al. の直接推定方法とRedding and Venables の二段階推定方法があるが、本研究ではキャリブレーションによって主要パラメータを求め、シミュレーションにより地域ポテンシャルと労働分布を求める。また、地域間輸送費用の変化が地域ポテンシャルと労働分布に与える影響を分析する。結果、 (ⅰ)シミュレーションにより得られる労働分布が現状の労働分布に近づくこと、(ⅱ)輸送費用の低下は労働の分散化を促すこと、(ⅲ)輸送費用がきわめて高い場合には、経済活動の中心は関西地域にあるが、輸送費用の低下に伴い関東に移動することが示された。
JEL Classification: R11, R12, F12

Key word: New economic geography, IO table, Regional potentials, Labor distribution

Transition of regional potentials and labor distribution in Japan

Ryusuke Ihara (Aomori Public College)

Manabu Morita (Value Management Institute, Inc.)

Ryohei Nakamura (Okayama University)

Abstract

Constructing a new economic geography model of Japan, we investigate the transition of regional potentials and labor distribution in the trend of the decrease in transportation costs. This paper takes a simulation approach. We first calibrate the main parameters (including the elasticity of substitution, transportation cost levels, etc.), and derive the regional potentials in Japan. Then we predict (and replicate) the transition of regional potentials and labor distribution by changing the transportation costs. Consequently, we show that (i) the simulation result approaches the actual labor distribution, (ii) decreased transportation costs stimulate the dispersion of the economic activities, and (iii) the simulation replicates the historical movement of the economic center to different regions in Japan. Some time ago, economic activities were concentrated in the Kansai area (including Kyoto and Osaka) when transportation costs were extremely high. They were displaced to the Kanto area (including Tokyo) as transportation costs decreased.
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